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‘Department

News

LAST SEMESTER AT
A GLANCE:

4 9 Sections in a variety
of areas were offered in Fall
2023 to suit all interests.

1546 Students

is the total number of students
who. took our courses last
semester.

Minors
are offered in the department,
each oneis12 creditsonly (=4
courses):
e Minorin Arabic Language
and Literature
e Minor in Translation

Did You know?

This semester, Spring 2024,
there are currently 1127
students taking our 37
courses. Join us next
semester!
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Course Highlights

These are some of our course offerings
for new and returning courses you
don’t want to miss in the Fall.

Department of Arabie & Translation Studics

Learn about the beauty of Arabic pociry

TRA 303

e b
INTERPRETING FOR| &4 A
THE COMMUNITY

Do you want to make o
difference in your
community? Do you want

wilh Dr. Boutheina Khaldi to use your shills to help

the € Y.

In this course. you'll lean
hew te pravide intarprating
services in o voriety of
community seblings. You'l
develop the skills you need
to be a compassicnate and
whfective interpreter,
helping to bridge the
language gap end meke &
real impact in people's
lives. Get ready Po use your
larguage vkilly for good.

Registration open NOW

Reg'-if:ral"mh Open NOW " Whetheryouarea beginneror

want to continue your Arabic

B ARANOLBan
Arabie Langunge Minor Dlective
A Minor is 12 cred s only = 4 courses

learning, join us to enjoy one of the
1op 5 mosi-spoken languages
globally in a fun, interactive ]

eHyironment.

als aaus.cidu
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Fall ’24 Courses

The coming Spring semester, we will offer a range of courses to suit various

attributes, levels and areas.

Historv and Culture
of the Arab world

ARA 101-Introduction to Arabic

Heritage |

ARA 102-Introduction to Arabic
Heritage Il

ARA 181-The life of Muhammad
(Seerah)

ARA 240- Arab-Islamic Culture
and Civilisation

ARA 280- Introduction to
Hadith

ARA 205- Language of the
Quran

ARA 385- |slamic Texts in
Translation

ARA 402- Quranic Studies

Translation Courses

TRA 100- History & Principals
of Arabic Translation

TRA 210- Introduction to
Translation

TRA 303- Interpreting: Focus
on the Community

Arts and Literature

—

ARA 104- Introduction to Arabic
Poetry

ARA 250- Introduction to Arabic
Digital Humanities

ARA 301- Arabic Prose till the
end of the Abbasid Era

ARA 306- Arabic Travel Writings

Arabic Language
courses

Our department regularly offers
Arabic language courses for non-
native speakers. This Fall, you can
(start your Arabic language journey
if you are a complete beginner with
ARA 105, or you could continue
learning Arabic with ARA 203.

ARA 105- Elementary Arabic |
ARA 203- Intermediate Arabic |

Culture in a Critical
Perspective

ARA 282- Reason and
Revelation

ARA 320- The Andalusian
Symbiosis
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HERE IS A SELECTION OF RESEARCH AND CONFERENCES OUR FACULTY CONTRIBUTED TO:

February 2024 - Mai Zaki

“Digitizing the glossaries: A digital
humanities approach”. Digitization and
virtual societies Conference, Qatar
University, Qatar.

March 2024 - Meis Al-Kaisi

"Digitizing the Past, Enriching the Future:
Sharjah’s House of Islamic Manuscripts” The
Praxis of Digital Humanities Conference,
AUS, UAE.

May 2024 - Ahmed Ali, May Zaki,
Boutheina Khaldi & Meis Al-Kaisi
‘Linguistic Hegemony in Academia: The Impact
of English on Arabic Scholarship”. Multilingual
& Multicultural Learning: Policies and Practices
Conference, Yerevan State University, Armenia.

Invited lecture - Boutheina Khaldi
January 2024 - Berlin, Germany

Dr. Khaldi was invited to give a lecture titled
“The Reception of Goethe in the Arab World" at
the Global Weimar (Nahda) symposium in
Berlin. In this talk, Dr. Khaldi argued that
modern Arab intellectuals engaged with
German literature through the intermediary
channels of French and English literature and
translation, and discussed Goethe's impact on
Arabic literary thought in the early 20th century

SPRING 2024 -
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Allaithy, Ahmed. (2024). ‘Healthcare
in Islam”

Chapter |, in Healthcare in the
Arabian Gulf and Greater Middle East:
A Guide to Healthcare Professionals.
Edited by McCreadi, May; Day, Gary E.;
Criffith, Jane Leanne. Amsterdam:
Elsevier.

Khaldi, Boutheina (2024), ‘Betwixt
and Between: The Graffiti Found in
Adab al-Ghuraba’ by al-Asfahani,”
Anaquel de Estudios Arabes 35, 1, 5-18.

Faiq, Said and Reema Saffarini.
(2024). The Abbasid Translation
Movement: A Circuit-of-Culture
Assessment. Dragoman 14(15): 66-93.

Izwaini, Sattar. (2024). The
Translation Movement of Modern
Arabic Literature into Swedish
Dragoman (forthcoming).

Zaki, Mai and Emad Mohamed.
(2024) “Two Translations of Mahfouz's
Awlad Haratina (Children of our Alley):
A Computational-Stylistic Analysis.”
Journal of Cultural Analytics, 9(2): 1-30.
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Meet the

Faculty _ ¢

PROF. RONAK HUSNI

Q: How many years have you been at AUS?
| have been teaching at AUS for 14 years.

Q: What is your favorite course to teach, and why?

There are two courses actually. | like to teach ARA304, Modern Arabic Poetry, as it
holds a central position in my research and poetry, as we all know, is the heart and
soul of Arabic literature. | also like to teach ARA320, Andalusian Symbiosis. This course
really intrigues me due to its exploration of one of the most captivating periods in
Islamic history and the harmonious coexistence of the diverse religious communities
in Al-Andalus.

Q: Whendid you know you want to be an academic?

This was during my final year at university, | developed a deep interest in academia,
particularly in the field of modern Arabic poetry, through my undergraduate dissertation
research.

Q: What do you do in your spare time?

In my spare time, | like to read and listen to my favourite classical music.

Q: Ifyou can take your students to a field trip tomorrow, where would you go?
| would love to take my students on a journey to Andalusia, visiting the cities of Cordoba,
Cranada, Seville, and Toledo, where the magnificent landmarks of Arab and Muslim
civilisation still stand, allowing us to delve into the treasures of the golden age of Arab and
Islamic culture.

Q: What is the last book you've read recently?
| am reading ,9lall dw)<s by the Omani writer Zahran al-Qasimi.

Q: What is a new course you would like to teach?
| would like to teach a course on “The Rise and Fall of the Abbasid Dynasty”. That would be
such a fascinating and rich topic.
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Seminars ;

&

J
HAVE YOU HAD THE CHANCE TO ATTENED ONE OF
OUR SEMINARS THIS SEMESTER?

Dr. Lahouari Taleb
Reading European Colonization through the Names of God in Kitab al-
Mawagqif of Amir ‘ Abd al-Qadir al-Jaza ’in

This talk explored Abd al-Qad ir's theological account of European
coloniza tion of Muslims in the 19 th century. His reflections are framed
against the backdrop of competing reformist voices in the Arab and
wider Islamic world. He articulate dfor his audience a unique account of
the transcendental causes that contributed to downfall of the Muslim
community and the ascendancy of their European invaders.

¢

Dr.Imed Nsiri & Dr. Albert Agha
Quranic Recitation and Magamat

This presentation explored the modal expressions
found in the Quranic Tajwid as it is used by various
reciters from across the Arab world. It aimed to shed
light on the emotive and intersubjective realm of

the magam (the modal melodic system of Arabs), and its intricate
connection or interpolation with textual substance of the Quran. It
examined iquestions such as whether or not melodic expression and
color provide the semiotic underpinning of the sacred word, as well as
its varied and contrasting cultural particularities among Arabs
themselves.
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cvents
ATS Spring Symposium

The Praxis of Digital Eumanities: Sxpanding FHorizons and
Transforming Scholarship in the Arab/Islamic world

March 6-7, 2022

The symposium brought together scholars and practitioners from diverse
disciplines and universities to explore the ways in which digital humanities
approaches and technologies are revolutionizing the study, interpretation
and dissemination of literary texts and cultural production in the
Arab/Islamic world.

The symposium brought together
scholars and practitioners from
diverse disciplines and universities
to explore the ways in which
digital humanities approaches and
technologies are revolutionizing
the study, interpretation and
dissemination of literary texts and
cultural production in the
Arab/Islamic world.
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cvents

Arabic Poetry Night

Tuesday, February 20, 2024

The Department orgnised an evening of Arabic poetry for faculty, staff
and students to enjoy an enchanting celebration of the rich tapestry of
Arabic poetry. Our guests were poets Ahmed Al-Ahkras and Nizar
Abunasser. With them, the audience immersed themselves in
eloquence, and discovered the profound beauty embedded in Arabic
literary traditions. With an accompanying musical performance by our
very own Dr. Imed Nsiri on the violin and Mr. Medhat Maalki on the oud,
the event offered a unique fusion of musical expression and poetic
discovery.
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Svents
Arab/ic-Islamic EHeritage Trivia Night

Wednesday, April 24, 2024

The Arabic Heritage Club, in collaboration with the Department of Arabic
and Translation Studies, held its second Arabic/lslamic Heritage Trivia
Night. There was overwhelming student participation in this event, even
though final exams are just around the corner, with a total of 13 teams with
52 contestants. Despite all the academic pressures, students’ participation
reflected a profound interest in and commitment to celebrating and
preserving our Arabic and Islamic heritage, as well as students’ interest in
engaging activities outside the classroom. The multiple winners in the
competition were rewarded with airpods, cameras, headphones, and
vouchers. Congratulations to all of you.
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Stay Tuned for Upcoming €vents!!

CONTACT US

ats@aus.edu
06 515 2600

SPRING 2024 -

o

-

Instagram

%

Ara-besque

GOIPNYAR |*GsEELR S * R.E 'SFESRAEND

Ara-besque

ISSUE 04 - ENGLISH EDITION

L M —
1 X

.



